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News  Interview Balasingham was disappointed with Prabhakaran - Vithyatharan

Balasingham was disappointed with Prabhakaran - 
Vithyatharan
One time Editor-in-Chief of Uthayan and Sudar Oli newspapers, Nadesapillai Vithyatharan, is 
known as a person who has comprehensive knowledge about the inner workings of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). He also acted as a go-between at one time, taking messages 
between South and North. As the sixth anniversary of the end of the war will be commemorated in 
just two days, Ceylon Today spoke to Vithyatharan about the final days of Sri Lanka's bloody war
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Balasingham was disappointed with Prabhakaran - Vithyatharan

By Hasitha Kuruppu

One time Editor-in-Chief of Uthayan and Sudar Oli newspapers, Nadesapillai Vithyatharan, is 
known as a person who has comprehensive knowledge about the inner workings of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). He also acted as a go-between at one time, taking messages 
between South and North. As the sixth anniversary of the end of the war will be commemorated in 
just two days, Ceylon Today spoke to Vithyatharan about the final days of Sri Lanka's bloody war.

Following are excerpts:

?
Anton Balasingham was one of your close friends. Can you describe your friendship with him
A: I had known him for 20 years. He liked my writing style. He encouraged me when he was 
working at the Veerakesari newspaper. Since 2006, Balasingham was not in good terms with the 
LTTE. He was ill and had been keeping his distance from the LTTE.

?
Were you with him in London during his last days
A: He suffered from a cancer in the stomach, which was caused due to the drugs that he had taken 
after a renal transplant. I visited him several times in London. He asked me to stay with him during 
his last days. He said there were a lot of secrets in his head and that he thought I was the best 
person to share them with.

?
What are they
A: I can't reveal them to you.

?
Did he tell you secrets about Prabhakaran too
A: Yes. During those last days Balasingham was disappointed with Prabhakaran.

?
What was the reason for his disappointment
A: Balasingham had a clear vision that the Tamils could win a separate State within the framework 
of a united Sri Lanka. Prabhakaran did not agree with that and he did not listen to Balasingham's 
reasoning. Prabhakaran did not want a negotiated settlement.
Balasingham was worried about the repeated defeats of the LTTE. He was aware of the fate of the 
LTTE. He said, 'Mullaithivu Sigaram; Kilinochchi Thagaram' (Mullaitivu was the sky and Kilinochchi 
was the roofing sheets). If the sky collapsed, the roofing sheets would also collapse.
In Mullaitivu, the LTTE had to face the military on nine fronts. Balasingham said that all the leaders 
would be annihilated in the war.
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?
Did you tell this to your LTTE associates after you returned to Sri Lanka
A: I told it to a friend in the LTTE, but he did not want to believe it. Even the senior LTTE leaders did 
not want to take what Balasingham said seriously. They all thought they could win the war.

?
What were Balasingham's last words to you
A: He asked me to just wait and not get involved in anything. His wife, Adele also said the same 
thing to me after his death.

?
What was Balasingham's role within the LTTE
A: It was Balasingham who cultivated the relationship between Prabhakaran and India's film star-
turned-politician, M.G. Ramachandran (MGR). He used me too for this purpose. I was highly 
instrumental in planning the meeting between Balasingham and MGR. I often wrote articles about 
the friendship between MGR and Prabhakaran. I published them with photos of MGR, Prabhakaran 
and Balasingham. I wanted to show that I was part of those discussions.

?
Wasn't it the failure to agree to a federal solution to the ethnic problem that led to Balasingham and 
Adele to step away from the LTTE
A: Balasingham thought that he could compel Prabhakaran to agree to a federal solution. I met 
Bala at the hotel in Norway where discussions between the Sri Lanka Government and LTTE were 
being held. When I asked what was happening, he said that the man who was living in a jungle 
(Prabhakaran) did not understand the ways to deal with the modern world. He pointed out that 
international negotiations could not be done in the way that Prabhakaran wanted. He said the 
discussions could not be dragged on and that they had to engage in political deals.
Balasingham spoke of a federal solution but I did not understand what he meant. I thought he was 
talking about the Federal Party. When I questioned again, Balasingham started berating me and 
said I too was hung up on a separate State and that he did not want to go anywhere with me. I 
asked why he was going. Bala said if Prabhakaran found out about it, he would send Soosai to 
Norway. He said to me during lunch that he would sign a document agreeing to a federal solution. I 
published this news and that was how Prabhakaran found out about it. He was furious.

?
Have you met Prabhakaran
A: Yes, many times.

?
Is it true that Prabhakaran served you food that he cooked himself
A: Yes. Prabhakaran liked to cook and eat Chinese food. He could cook very well.

?
When did you meet Prabhakaran first
A: I met him in June 1989 as a reporter of an Indian magazine. I wanted to know about the news 
that Mahaththaya had killed Prabhakaran. I published the interview with Prabhakaran under the 
headline, 'Praba is Alive.' A photograph of the two of us was published alongside the article.
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?
Did you meet Prabhakaran after the final phase of the war started
A: I met Prabhakaran after the Mavil Aru incident. He was quite confident. He was ready to sacrifice 
his life and said there would be miracles. He recalled how the LTTE overcame Operation 
Jayasikurui. He believed in miracles.

?
Did you meet Pottu Amman
A: One of Pottu Amman's brothers was my classmate. Pottu Amman was in a lower class. I met him 
at a literary association. He would not sit on a chair in front of me. Thileepan too was like that.
I was a good sportsman back then. That could be the reason for gaining their respect. I met Pottu at 
secret locations. When the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was in Jaffna, Pottu was the LTTE 
commander there. I met him then.

?
What kind of a person was Pottu
A: I cannot say whether he was good or bad. The cadres who were with him may know it. He 
respected us. He was very loyal to Prabhakaran.

?
Was Pottu the adviser to Prabhakaran during the latter's last days
A: I cannot say exactly. I was away from the war zone by that time.

?
Have you met Prabhakaran's son, Charles Anthony
A: Yes. But I did not have much association with him.

?
Were there problems in the organization due to appointing Charles Anthony as the commander of 
the battalion which had a name similar to his
A: I don't see anything wrong in that appointment if he was a dedicated soldier. He fought and died 
in action.

?
Were you aware of Karuna's problem
A: Bala asked Prabha to keep an eye on Karuna as he was feeling discontent. But, when the issue 
came to a head, Bala was not in the Vanni. He could have settled the conflict if he was there.

?
What was your impression of the LTTE leaders
A: Balasingham was a god given asset to the LTTE. Pottu Amman was a dedicated fighter. 
Thamilselvan was a shrewd politician. Nadesan was different and I saw him as a personality with 
many contradictions. He married a Sinhala woman and fought for a Tamil movement.

?
Do you think Prabhakaran would be still alive if he did things differently
A: He could have listened to Balasingham's advice and agreed to a federal solution. It was a 
strategy. They would not have been defeated if they had acted according to the pact signed in Oslo.

?
Was the LTTE defeated due to the lack of military strength
A: Prabhakaran failed to secure essential supplies from the international arms dealers. Sri Lanka 
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Navy was able to travel for three days and three nights in deep sea and target LTTE ships in the 
international waters. By that time, there were about 1000 ships in international waters and India and 
other countries were backing Sri Lanka then.
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